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Irresistible Grace 

(efficacious grace) 



Irresistible Grace As Defined by Calvinists 

Orthodox Presbyterian Church -- IRRESISTIBLE GRACE says that, though 
some of God's elect may resist Him for a time, they will not prevail. Saul of 
Tarsus is an example of one who was not allowed to resist. Read any or all of the 
three accounts of his conversion in Acts (9, 22 and 26) and you'll not see a 
whisper of Christ's pleading with him to receive His salvation. As soon as Saul 
knew who had revealed Himself, he said, "What will you have me do, Lord." 

I've already cited Scriptures that underscore this doctrine. John 10:1-6 and 28 
are much to the point. Also Romans 8:28--those who love God are those whom 
He called. In Reformed parlance we have the general call as in Matthew 11:28-30 
and 2 Corinthians 5:20. But there is also the effectual call such as in Romans 
8:28. Not one of His true sheep will be allowed to perish! 

"In addition to the outward general call to salvation which is made to everyone who hears the 
gospel, the Holy Spirit extends to the elect a special inward call that inevitably brings them to 
salvation. The external call (which is made to all without distinction) can be and often is rejected; 
whereas the internal call (which is made only to the elect) cannot be rejected; it always results in 
conversion. By means of this special call the Spirit irresistibly draws sinners to Christ. He is not 
limited in His work of applying salvation by man's will, nor is He dependent upon man's 
cooperation for success. The Spirit graciously causes the elect sinner to cooperate, to believe, to 
repent, to come freely and willingly to Christ. God's grace, therefore, is invincible; it never fails to 
result in the salvation of those to whom it is extended." 

From www.calvinistcorner.com 

When God calls his elect into salvation, they cannot resist. God offers to all people 

the gospel message. This is called the external call. But to the elect, God extends 

an internal call and it cannot be resisted. This call is by the Holy Spirit who works 

in the hearts and minds of the elect to bring them to repentance and regeneration 

whereby they willingly and freely come to God. Some of the verses used in support 

of this teaching are Romans 9:16 where it says that "it is not of him who wills nor of 

him who runs, but of God who has mercy"; Philippians 2:12-13 where God is said to 

be the one working salvation in the individual; John 6:28-29 where faith is declared 

to be the work of God; Acts 13:48 where God appoints people to believe; and John 

1:12-13 where being born again is not by man’s will, but by God’s. 

"Although the general outward call of the dispel can be, and often is, rejected, the special inward call of the Spirit   
never fails to result in the conversion of those to whom it is made. This special call is not made to all sinners but is 
issued to the elect only' The Spirit is in no way dependent upon their help or cooperation for success in His work of 
bringing them to Christ. It is for this reason that Calvinists speak of the Spirit's call and of God's grace in saving 
sinners as being 'efficacious,' 'invincible,' or 'irresistible.' For the grace which the Holy Spirit extends to the elect 
cannot be thwarted or refused, it never fails to bring them to true faith in Christ." (David N. Steele, Curtis C. 
Thomas, The Five Points of Calvinism, Defined, Defended, Documented: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 
1975, p.49) 

 



 

Irresistible Grace As Defined by Calvinists (cont.) 

Paul went further than any of these examples when he said, “By the grace of God I am what I 
am.” He was saying that every good thing in his life was the gift of God: his salvation, his 
conversion on the Damascus road, his willingness to sacrifice all things in the service of God, 
the missionary spirit in his heart, whatever righteousness and truth and peace were in his life 
— all these were the free, unmerited gift of God. 

It is not enough to say that grace is the gift of God. That would be an incomplete definition. 
To clearly define the meaning of the term grace as it is used in the Scriptures, one must add 
three descriptive and definitive adjectives. It is free; it is unmerited; it is irresistible. 

Consider that grace is the free gift of God. One might ask: But are not all gifts free? By no 
means. There was, for example, the young woman of wealth who paid for the medical 
education of a young man whom she planned to marry. After the young man had graduated 
from medical school, he turned about and married a nurse whom he had met during his 
internship. The young woman who had paid for his education took her case to court. She 
demanded that he repay her for his education. In this case the court ruled that she had given 
him the money “in anticipation of marriage,” and since the marriage had not taken place, the 
money must be repaid. You see, this was not a free gift; there was a condition attached to it. 
The young man must marry his benefactor or return the gift. 

When we say that the grace of God is a free gift, we mean that there are no conditions 
attached. This truth can be easily discerned in connection with our redemption. We can never 
repay God for our salvation. This is what Jesus meant when He said, “When ye have done all 
things, say yet, we are unprofitable servants.” We are expected to serve God, of course, but if 
we do serve God well, the ability to do so is an additional gift. We are expected to act as good 
stewards, of course, but if we are enabled to act as good stewards of the things which God has 
given, the ability to do so is an additional gift from God. And though we have the missionary 
fervor of a Paul, though we possess the fearless consecration of a Peter, though we accept a 
martyr’s death along with Stephen — though we do all of these things, yet we are to know and 
to say that we are unprofitable servants. 

God knows that we can never repay Him for the gift of our salvation. Our salvation is a free 
gift; all the gifts of God are free gifts. There is no thought of repayment. When we say that 
we are saved by grace, we mean that our salvation is the free gift of God. 

In addition, our salvation and all other blessings which we receive from God are unmerited 
gifts. By this we mean believe in Christ; but because he who works in man both to will and to 
do, and indeed all things in all, produces both the will to believe and the act of believing also.” 
Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine, Art. XIV. 

We do not merit our salvation. We do not earn our salvation. We are not saved because of 
anything which God finds in us. Our salvation is an unmerited gift. Therefore, when we say 
that we are saved by grace, we mean that our salvation is the free, unmerited gift of God. 

Gordon Girod  www.the-highway.com 

http://www.the-highway.com/


Irresistible Grace as Defined by the Reformed Church 

From the Covenant of Grace Protestant Reformed Church (Spokane, WA) 
www.reformedspokane.org 

 

Does salvation depend on God's grace or on the sinner's free will? Can God's will to save man be 

frustrated?  Can it happen that although God's grace has begun to work in a man, that grace is able to 

be resisted and lost?  Does God merely try to save men or does He actually save them? 

 These are vital questions! 

 The significance of these questions comes into no clearer focus than in a discussion of the truth of 

irresistible grace. 

 The doctrine of irresistible grace, or as it is sometimes referred to, efficacious grace, is the fourth of the 

Five Points of Calvinism. It is represented by the I in the acronym TULIP. 

 By irresistible grace we mean that God's grace and salvation cannot be effectively resisted. When God 

determines to save a man, that man is saved. Neither he himself, nor the devil, nor the wicked world are 

able to prevent his salvation. Nothing can stand in the way of God's purpose. Not only does God will to 

save him and work to save him, but He actually does save him, "For who hath resisted his will?" (Rom. 

9:19). 

 Irresistible grace is an important issue. Let no church or individual Christian suppose otherwise. 

 The importance of this issue is not merely that it concerns the question "Can grace be resisted?" but 

ultimately the question "Can God be resisted?" The grace of salvation is God's grace. Can God, the 

sovereign God, the God about Whom the Scriptures declare that "He does according to His will in the 

army of heaven, and none can stay his hand" (Dan. 4:35) be frustrated in His will to save even one 

sinner? The issue concerns the very Being of God. As concerns the doctrine of irresistible grace, we are 

faced with the most fundamental question with which a man can be faced: what do you believe about 

God? 

 Because the Reformed faith confesses the truth that God is a sovereign God, the Reformed faith also 

teaches irresistible grace. This, surely, is rigorous logic, as any clear thinking person can see. More 

importantly, this is the teaching of the Holy Scriptures.  

 

 



Irresistible Grace 
 
   …falsely teaches the direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the hearts of those God has 
chosen to save.  One error leads to another…   
 
If one whom God has predestined to save is "Totally Depraved" and incapable of doing good 
or right, then how can his conversion be accomplished?   
 
Calvinists have developed the false doctrine of "Irresistible Grace" involving the miraculous 
direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the hearts of those whom God has chosen to be saved 
so they cannot resist the salvation that God has unconditionally provided.   
 
 

Discussion and illustrations for further understanding of "Irresistible Grace"  

1. An old Intel 286 central processor computer chip is simply unable to run 
the newest version of Windows. It is impossible. In order to run the new 
Windows, you must replace the Intel 286 chip with a modern central 
processor chip (oversimplified for illustration purposes). Now a Calvinist 
sees all men born totally depraved (inherited sin of Adam) which 
literally prevents men, by themselves, from believing the gospel. 
Calvinists teach it is impossible for "unregenerate men" to believe. What 
is needed is a special "chip upgrade" from the Holy Spirit which enables 
the regenerated man to believe.  So the only way any man believes, Calvinists teach, is because 
the Holy Spirit has come down and performed a special act upon a specific man.  Suddenly he 
springs up and proclaims, "I believe! Why didn't I see this before?" Why? Because without the Holy 
Spirit's special chip upgrade it is impossible to believe. Therefore, when men go to hell, it is 
because God never gave them the upgraded chip...they never even had a chance to go heaven. 
This is the false doctrine of Calvinism.  

2. No matter how hard a cow tries to fly on its own, it is unable without a lot of outside help. In the 
same way, Calvinists maintain, the unsaved are unable to believe in Christ no matter how hard 

they try without the outside help of the Holy Spirit. God, they say, 
has a master "saved-lost list" that was compiled before creation. God 
not only knew your name before creation but also whether you were 
"predestined" to be lost or saved. If your name is on the "lost list", 
there is nothing you can do to go to heaven. God predestined you to 
go to hell. But if you were on the "saved list" you cannot be saved 
until the Holy Spirit "re-wires" your brain which allows you the ability 
to believe. Until the HS performs this work upon you directly, you 
are simply a "cow with high hopes".  

3. "Irresistible grace" refers to the action of the Holy Spirit in saving you by imparting the ability for 
you to believe in Christ.  It is "irresistible" because the sinner cannot resist, but is a puppet acting 
out the will of the master without his own free-will. It is "grace" because God has chosen them and 
not others to be saved.  



The Doctrine of Irresistible Grace 

According to Calvinism, those who obtain salvation do so, not by their own 

"free" will, but because of the sovereign grace of God. That is, men yield to 

grace, not finally because their consciences were more tender or their faith 

more tenacious than that of other men. Rather, the willingness and ability to 

do God's will are evidence of God's own faithfulness to save men from the 

power and the penalty of sin, and since man is so corrupt that he will not 

decide and cannot be wooed to follow after God, God must powerfully 

intervene. In short, Calvinism argues that regeneration must precede faith. 

Calvin says of this intervention that "it is not violent, so as to compel men 

by external force; but still it is a powerful impulse of the Holy Spirit, which 

makes men willing who formerly were unwilling and reluctant,” and John Gill 

says that "this act of drawing is an act of power, yet not of force; God in 

drawing of unwilling, makes willing in the day of His power: He enlightens the 

understanding, bends the will, gives a heart of flesh, sweetly allures by the 

power of His grace, and engages the soul to come to Christ, and give up itself 

to Him; he draws with the bands of love. Drawing, though it supposes power 

and influence, yet not always coercion and force: music draws the ear, love 

the heart, and pleasure the mind.” 

 



Passages Used by Calvinists for Irresistible Grace 

Since grace is undeserved by any person, Irresistible Grace teaches that when the Spirit of God is 
sent to change a person's heart, that person cannot resist the change.  This is when the Spirit of 
God applies the work of Christ to the soul.  This does not mean that the person is unwilling to 
be changed because the Spirit of God is "fighting against them"; rather the Spirit changes the heart 
of stone to beat as a heart of flesh.  The change opens the eyes of the spiritually blind to the 
work of Christ.  It is that which the Spirit of God does on his own, previous to any act of man.   

The Spirit of God will accomplish what He is sent out to do and will not be frustrated in His 
work of changing the sinner's heart.   There are two types of calling upon people, external and 
internal.  The external calling is the preaching of the Word to men's physical ears.  The internal is 
the Spirit of God changing the heart to respond inwardly to the Gospel message.   This is the 
means by which the blood of Christ is applied to the heart and conversion takes place.  Here is 
where the Spirit of God alone draws men to Christ.   The Spirit of God then causes the heart of 
the sinner to be willing to repent of his sins, believe on the Lord Jesus and come to Christ.  

John 6:37, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;" 

John 5:21, "For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will." 

John 10:16, "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." 

Romans 8:29-30, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified." 

John 3:3, "Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (See tract on Regeneration.) 

Acts 13:48, "And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of 
the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed." 

Ephesians 1:19-20, "And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty power,  which he wrought in Christ, when 
he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places," 

1 Corinthians 4:7, "For who maketh thee to differ from another?".  

 



Irresistible Grace contradicts the Bible because:  

A. Man looses his freewill and his actions are not the result of his personal choices:  

1) Calvinists will actually argue that they do not personally have a free will to choose anything.  

2) Man becomes a puppet/robot of either  

a) Devil: "The Devil made me do it"  

b) God: "God forced me into becoming a Christian although I was having fun as a sinner"  

3) Passages that prove man has a free will and God expects man to choose to do right  

a) Deut 30:15-18; Josh 24:15; Jn 15:6-7; 3:16  

4) Man can "resist the Holy Spirit": Acts 6:10; 7:51-55  

5) Without free will, many of Bible statements make no sense:  

a) "Why do you call me Lord & don't do what I say" Lk 6:46 Why? God willed it that way!???!  

b) "Whosoever believes shall be saved" Jn 3:16 (Rather whosoever God makes a believer)  

c) "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. Re 22:17  

d) "And whosoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from 
your feet for a testimony against them." Lk 9:5 (Testimony against God you mean)  

e) "Come to me you who are heavy laden and I will give you rest" Mt 11:28 (if I chose you!) 

6) How can man be held accountable to God for his actions in judgment without freewill?  

a) "We must all appear before the judgment that each may be repaid for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad." 2 Cor 5:10  

b) Is it fair to send someone to hell for sins he was forced to commit having no freewill?  

c) It contradicts the parable of talents where man is held accountable for his actions. Mt 25:19.  

d) Negates the importance of man's obedience  

B. Predestination makes God a respecter of persons saving some and damning others:  

What is foreknown by God in these Bible Verses?  
Text  Personal Identity?  Character, purpose & plan?  

Eph 1:3-4  
  

1 Cor 2:7  
  

Rom 8:29-30  
  

1) Our eternal destiny (heaven or hell) is based entirely upon God's choice not our own???  
2) God is not a respecter of persons: Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11-12; 1 Pe 1:17  
3) God does not will that any perish but all be saved: Tit 2:11; 1 Ti 2:4; 2 Pe 3:9  
4) Makes the Devil no enemy for the saved to worry about, if predestined 1 Pe 5:8 Why beware?  

C. Makes man's efforts in evangelism unnecessary  

1) If the saved are predestined to be saved and the lost are lost and no one can be "saved" unless 
the Holy Spirit performs a direct operation, why evangelize  

2) If salvation is totally dependent upon God, why would God command evangelism?  



3) Why waste our time evangelizing if all is predestined. How can we know who to preach to?  
4) Why does God have us preach (we are puppets) to people who do not respond?  

D. It creates a false view of how we gain understanding of the Bible and our faith.  

1. We understand the Bible the same way we learn anything else. (reading, study and hard work)  
2. The Calvinist believes the only way you can understand the Bible is through the direct guidance 

and interpretation of the Holy Spirit. Yet the HS told us in Eph 3:3-5 we can understand the Bible 
when we simply read.  

3. Faith comes from hearing/reading the Bible: Rom 10:17  
4. Jn 16:12-13 & 2 Pe 1:22-21 are quoted to prove the HS guides you to understand the Bible  

What are these Bible verses talking about?  

Texts  How we interpret the 
Bible?  

How the Bible was 
written?  

John 16:12-13  
  

2 Peter 1:21-22  
  

E. It creates a false view of how we are called by God  

• Song: "The World's Bible" "Christ has no hands but our hands to preach His word today, He has no 
feet but our feet, to lead men in His way. He has no tongue but our tongues, to tell men how He 
died. He has no help but our help, to bring them to His side. We are the only Bible the careless 
world will read. We are the sinner's gospel, we are the scoffer's creed. We are the Lord's last 
message, given in deed and word. What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred? What if 
our hands are busy, with other things than His? What if our feet are walking, where sin's allurement 
is? What if our tongues are speaking of things His life would spurn. How can we hope to help Him 
and welcome His return?"  

1. Calvinists teach that only the "predestined saved" are personally called by God  
2. The Bible teaches that all men are called through gospel: 1 Th 2:14 some accept, others reject!  
3. Humans are the means that God always uses preach the Gospel to save men. God may directly or 

providentially send a preacher to a sinner, but only humans preached the actual message.  

o The Holy Spirit never preached the Gospel directly: Acts 8 (Conversion of Eunuch)  
o Jesus Christ never preached to Gospel after His ascension: Acts 9 (Conversion of Paul)  
o Angels never preached the gospel: Acts 10 (Conversion of Cornelius)  
o It is a real barrier to men truly being saved...It is a doctrine of the Devil:  

Bible's way: Rom 10:6-16  Preacher + Hear Believe  Believe + Call/obey Saved  
Calvin's way  Holy Spirit Believe = Saved  

F. Irresistible Grace actually destroys faith in God!  

1. Many a faith has been destroyed by waiting for the "better felt than told feeling" call.  

o Those who are honest within themselves never get this feeling and conclude they are not 
on the "saved list" and give up on God.  

Those who are dishonest deceive themselves into a false sense of assurance of salvation by thinking 
they have received the call of God through feelings.   Subsequent efforts to show them they are 
deceived bring replies like. "I know I'm saved...I got the feeling!"  



Irresistible Grace Changes the Order of Belief and Salvation. 
 
A Calvinist, Loraine Boettner, says, "A man is not saved because he believes in 

Christ; he believes in Christ because he is saved." (The Reformed Doctrine of 

Predestination)   

But in the Bible, salvation always follows belief, i.e., faith always precedes 

salvation. 

 John 3:16. Belief then salvation. 

 Acts 16:31. Belief then salvation. 

 Mark 16:16. Belief, baptism, and then salvation. 

 Hebrews11:6. One cannot be saved without faith, thus making it a 
condition of salvation and causing it to have to precede the salvation of 
one's soul. 

 

 

John 12: 32 

And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” 

 

 

How are men drawn to Christ?   

What is it about the gospel that makes men turn to God?   

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%2016.31
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Mark%2016.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb11.6


FREE WILL and GRACE 

The Calvinist says:  Freewillism is that doctrine that says, “God loves you, Christ died for you, 

and the Holy Spirit is calling you; but it will all be vain unless you choose to be saved.” 

Freewillism makes the determining factor in salvation to be the will of man. It makes the work 

of the Triune God and the grace of God to be impotent without the consent of man’s “freewill.” 

Freewill religion is in direct opposition to the gospel of the free grace of God. The Bible 

declares that salvation is not accomplished, determined by, or dependent upon the will of 

man, but by the will of God (John 1:12-13; Rom. 9:16). The word “freewill”, when used with 

reference to salvation is a blasphemous obscenity! Don Fortner (www.thebiblechristian.com) 

Refutation: 
A failure to understand the grace of God with regard to the salvation of man has been fatal to many 
persons. There are those who believe that God in His mercy and grace will not permit anyone to be lost; 
consequently, they feel no need for seeking salvation. It is true that the most joyous thought a convicted 
sinner can have is that God has offered to give him salvation. It is necessary, however, for us to 
understand just how one is saved by the grace of God. By definition, grace is unmerited favor. God 
looked upon man as he had sinned and as he was without hope in the world. Although man did not 
deserve it, God formulated a plan whereby man could be saved from his lost condition. Jesus expressed 
this in these words, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). Thus, man has access to the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ. In Romans 5:1-2, the Apostle Paul declared, "Therefore being justified 
by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope in the glory of God". In order for us to be the 
recipients of the grace of God which comes through Jesus Christ, it is necessary for us to know exactly 
how grace saves us. In Ephesians 2: 8-9, Paul declared, "For by grace are you saved through faith and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast". Here, we learn that 
in salvation both God and man have a part. God's part is to provide a way of salvation, or a means 
whereby man can be saved; this he does by His grace. Man's part is to accept the salvation which God so 
freely offers and this is done through faith.  

It is true that no man can save himself by his own works, but he must work according to God's plan in 
order to be saved. We are told in Philippians 2:12 "Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling". Also, James states in James 2:24 "Ye see then that by works a man is justified and not by 
faith only".  It is interesting to note that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord according to Genesis 
6:8, but that Hebrews 11:7 says "By faith Noah being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved 
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house, by which he condemned the world and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith". Noah was saved by the grace of God, through faith on his 
part which prompted him to obey God's commands. A person may be saved from his sins by the grace of 
God when he believes what God says and when he obeys the Gospel which is God's power unto 
salvation. Romans 1:16. 



"Irresistible Grace"  
The doctrine that God uses feelings to directly 

confirmed your salvation 
Are your feelings of salvation based upon the facts of 

the Bible?  
 

1.  Acts 16:14  Lydia  

1. Argument: God opened her heart to receive the word, then she heard and then she was saved.  
2. Answer: Our Calvinistic friends have things out of order. Lydia began as a worshiper of God (vs. 13-

14). And after she heard Paul and Silas and Timothy preaching, then her heart was opened. She 
responded and obeyed the Lord (v. 15). [Note: Calvinists want to use this passage but exclude the 
baptism.]  

2. Romans 8:7  

1. Read verses 1-8. In this passage, we see again the free agency of man in choosing to obey or 
disobey God.  

2. Those who are spiritually minded will be obedient to the commandments of God.  
3. Those who are carnally minded will be disobedient. It is just that simple.  
4. God does not force anyone to accept or reject His will.  

3. John 6:44-45 

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”  
It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught of God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from 
the Father, comes to Me. " (John 6:44-45) 

1. This verse is commonly used to support the idea that God directly calls the sinner to salvation. 
However, Calvinists never quote the very next verse that tells you how they are drawn. "Everyone 
who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me"  

2. So how does the Father draw? When a sinner "hears and learns".  
3. Unless the Calvinist is willing to say that all men learn the gospel directly from God, like Paul in Gal 

1:12, the verse is of no value to support the false doctrine of irresistible grace. If they did believe 
this, then all men are inspired, just like Paul.  

4. Further, Rom 10:14, is a parallel text and specifically refutes irresistible grace. Here we have the 
same process as in John 6:44. A sinner must first hear a preacher to believe. Read Rom 10:14 for 
yourself.  Rom 10:17 says faith comes from hearing a preacher preach the word of God. Calvinists 
say faith comes directly from God and bypasses the preacher.  

Conclusion  

We are saved by the grace of Almighty God (Eph. 2:8-10). However, we accept this grace by our own faith, 
not because God forces us to accept it.    



Is Calvinism's doctrine of Irresistible Grace a valid teaching in light of God's Word? 
Let’s review some important questions and seek answers from the inspired Scriptures.  

QUESTION  

This doctrine teaches that the Holy Spirit gives faith to the elect even before they have heard the gospel. 
Indeed, it maintains one cannot either understand or accept the gospel unless he has first been given faith to 
do so.  

Is faith something imposed irresistibly upon the elect, or does it come from hearing and accepting the 
Word of God?  

Romans 10:17 ..... "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ." "But many of 
those who had heard the word believed" (Acts 4:4).  

John 20:30-31 ..... "Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name."  

John 17:20 ..... "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through 
their word." "Send to Joppa, and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; and he shall 
speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household" (Acts 11:13-14).  

Acts 18:4, 8 ..... "And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade 
Jews and Greeks. And Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his 
household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized."  

James 1:18, 21 ..... "In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth .... Therefore, 
in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls." "Now I make known to you, 
brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by 
which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you" (I Corinthians 15:1-2).  

Romans 1:16 ..... "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."  

Luke 8:11, 15 ..... (The Parable of the Sower) --- "Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of 
God. And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and 
good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance."  

I Corinthians 1:21 ..... "God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to 
save those who believe."  

QUESTION  

Calvinism's doctrine of Irresistible Grace teaches that you cannot resist the grace of God, nor can you resist 
His Spirit. What does the Bible say?  

Can you resist the grace of God and can you resist the Holy Spirit? 

Revelation 3:20 ..... "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me." The Holy Spirit is a gentleman! 
He knocks at the door of your heart, he doesn't kick it down! Man has the choice to hear and open, 
or to refuse Him entrance.  



Matthew 23:37 ..... "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ... How often I wanted to gather your children together, 
the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling."  

II Timothy 3:8 ..... "And just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose (resist) 
the truth." "Thou didst bear with them for many years, and admonished them by Thy Spirit through 
Thy prophets, yet they would not give ear" (Nehemiah 9:30). "The angel of His presence saved 
them; in His love and in His mercy He redeemed them. But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; 
therefore, He turned Himself to become their enemy, and fought against them" (Isaiah 63:9-10).  

Acts 7:51 ..... "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always 
resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did." "Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God" (Ephesians 4:30). "Do not quench the Spirit" (I Thessalonians 5:19).  

QUESTION  

Does God give His Holy Spirit to the elect before they have heard, believed and accepted the gospel (as 
Calvinism teaches), or does He bestow His Spirit only upon those who have accepted Christ?  

John 14:17 ..... Jesus promises to send to His disciples "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him."  

John 7:38-39 ..... "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being shall flow 
rivers of living water.' This He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive."  

Acts 2:38 ..... "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." "God has given the Holy 
Spirit to those who obey Him" (Acts 5:32). Peter says that the Gentiles received the same gift (the 
Holy Spirit) as the Jews did, "after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 11:17).  

Galatians 4:6 ..... "And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying, 'Abba! Father!'"  

Ephesians 1:13-14 ..... "In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation -- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
given as a pledge of our inheritance."  

Galatians 3:2 ..... "This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?"  

Galatians 3:13-14 ..... "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us 
-- for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree' -- in order that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith." Calvinists would say that we receive faith through the Spirit; God's Word says we 
receive the Spirit through faith! Nowhere in the Word of God does it teach that the Holy Spirit 
directly, miraculously, and irresistibly opens and enters the hearts of unbelieving and unrepentant 
sinners and regenerates them against their will. 



The Operation of the Holy Spirit THROUGH the Word of God 
How does the Holy Spirit affect men's hearts? Just before He was crucified, Jesus explained to the apostles that He 
would send the Holy Spirit, who would reveal all truth to them (John 16:5-15). It was the apostle’s responsibility to 
spread this gospel through preaching and writing (Matthew 28:18-20). When we read their inspired writings, we can 
understand and learn so that we may share their understanding (Ephesians 3:3-5).  

They were not speaking their opinions, nor were they left to their own remembrance. As we have noted elsewhere, the 
Holy Spirit guided them in their speaking and writing, so that it was as if the Holy Spirit was speaking (I Corinthians 
2:6-16; Matthew 10:20; I Thessalonians 2:13; II Peter 1:20-21). It is through hearing this gospel, delivered by the 
Holy Spirit, that one's heart is pricked, after which one may believe and repent (Acts 2:37-38; Romans 10:17). 
Therefore, it may be said that the Holy Spirit operates indirectly on men's hearts through the medium of the Word of 
God, or the Bible. 

Although no passages are known to this writer that teach the Holy Spirit's direct operation on men's hearts, the above 
passages clearly teach that the inspired preaching, inspired writing, and miracles towards confirmation were the 
primary works of the Holy Spirit. These passages also clearly teach that one's heart is pricked, made tender, and 
enlightened by the gospel, explaining how the Lord opened Lydia's heart. 

The following table lists even more passages showing the work accomplished by the Holy Spirit through the Word of 
God. 

Holy Spirit Work Gospel 

Nehemiah 9:20 Instructs  II Timothy 3:16-17 

John 14:26 Teaches  Psalm 119:97-102 

John 16:8 Convicts  Titus 1:9;  
Romans 3:9-19 

John 6:63 Quickens  Psalm 119:50 

John 16:13 Guides  Psalm 119:105 

John 3:5 Gives birth  I Peter 1:23 

I Peter 1:2 Sanctifies  John 17:17;  
II Thessalonians 2:13 

Titus 3:5 Saves  James 1:21 

I Corinthians 6:11 Washes  Ephesians 5:26 

Acts 9:31 Comforts  I Thessalonians 4:18 

Ephesians 1:13 Seals  Ephesians 1:13 

John 15:26 Testifies  John 5:39 

Romans 8:16 Witnesses  Matthew 24:14 

Romans 5:5 Gives love  I John 2:5 

Galatians 5:22 Gives joy  Jeremiah 15:16; 
I Thessalonians 1:6 

The Holy Spirit is not synonymous with, nor is it the Word of God, but He is responsible for each of these actions 
through the delivery and imbuing of the Bible. 

In some of the above passages we find reference to both the Holy Spirit and the Word of God accomplishing the 
above tasks, while other passages only mention the Spirit or the Word, but not both. It should be understood that in 
the above passages where only one is mentioned, the other's place is assumed to be understood by the writer. A writer 
need not fully pen every detail of every doctrine with every reference. Often the "Holy Spirit" or the "word" is used 
alone for the sake of brevity or conciseness. Once the relationship is established, it need not be reestablished at every 
mention of either the Holy Spirit or the gospel. 
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John 6:37-44 
These verses were once quoted by Calvin as a proof-text for God's direct 

manipulation of man's will unto salvation. However, Calvin actually quoted Augustine, 

allowing him to word his thoughts on this passage: 

"What means, 'Everyone that hath heard and learned of the Father cometh unto me,' but just 

that 'there is no one who hears and learns of the Father that does not come to me'? For if every 

one who has heard and learned, comes; assuredly every one who does not come, has neither 

heard nor learned of the Father; for if he had heard and learned, he would come" (Book 3, 

chapter 24, para. 1) 

As in interpreting all passages it is crucial that we do not read into the passage the 

meaning that we desire it to intend. This is best seen by observing what the passage 

does not say. Any ambiguity cannot be forced to support our conclusion, but rather it 

can only mean what is consistent with all of Scripture. 

How is one "drawn"? Is it against his or her freewill? Does this verse answer either 

of these questions? If it does not, then how are the above conclusions supported? 

Are they not based in assumption? 

Man is drawn through God's Word, revealed by the Holy Spirit (II Thessalonians 

2:14; James 1:18). How much understanding is required to recognize the end of the 

goals of this world? Even in this life, one may easily see the ruin that comes from the 

selfish pursuit and fulfillment of one's lusts. The message of Christ's love, sacrifice, 

and ultimate victory and the appeal of "glory and virtue" are a few of the primary, 

gospel themes that call us to Him (I Peter 5:10; II Peter 1:3). It takes little intelligence 

to recognize the appeal of the gospel; so little, that the proud and educated often do 

not humble themselves because of its simplicity and unappealing stumblingblocks (I 

Corinthians 1:26-29). The depth of the gospel is appreciated over time, fully in 

eternity. 

 



The following are the main concepts that represent "Irresistible Grace":  

Ask each question for yourself:  

Yes / No 1. Does the Holy Spirit directly guide you to understand & interpret the 
Bible?  

Yes / No 
2. Are you unable to understand the Bible without God's help in 

interpreting it?  

Yes / No 
3. Are non-Christians unable to understand the message of the Bible 

when they simply read?  

Yes / No 4. Does God reveal things to you directly and apart from the Bible?  

Yes / No 5. Does God call sinners to be saved at specific times in their life?  

Yes / No 
6. Do you believe the Holy Spirit dwells in you to personally guide your 

every day life?  

Yes / No 
7. Has God personally verified to you that you are saved though some 

“better felt than told” experience?  

Yes / No 
8. Do you believe God chose you personally to be saved before the 

creation of the earth?  

Yes / No 
9. Did God create some men whom God knew would be lost before the 

foundation of the world?  

Yes / No 
10. Are many of your actions the direct result of forces working on you 

from the spirit world?  

Yes / No 
11. Do you feel evangelism is a waste of time because all is in God's hands 

anyway?  

Yes / No 12. Is there nothing you can do to be saved?  

If you answered yes to ANY of the above you have been influenced by the false doctrine of 
"irresistible grace"!  



 
Thought Questions 

 
  
Read and think about your answers.  Be prepared to discuss in 
class! 
 

 
John 12:32  
"And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 
 
1) Rewrite the verse as a Calvinist might interpret the verse. 
 
 
 
 
 
2) If the doctrine of Irresistible Grace were Biblical, and the verse above is 
interpreted ‘as written”, what would the passage teach about who would 
be saved?   
 
 
 
 
 
3) Does this verse combined with Irresistible Grace contradict other parts 
of Calvinism?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
4) The Calvinist teaches that man resists the “general call” of the gospel.  If 
man can resist that call - what does that say about man’s ‘free will’ to 
choose?  Is this conclusion consistent with Calvinism?  Explain. 



IRRESISTIBLE GRACE -- DISCUSSION THOUGHTS & QUESTIONS 

1.  In a teaching session at a prison, some were discussing how to determine the right or wrong of a 
particular activity. One man explained that if we were in a saved state, God's Spirit would move on us to 
determine the proper action; an inner movement would reveal truth. He further said that the Holy Spirit 
would convict all of sin, and thus everyone would be able to know if the thing was approved of by God.  

Think about what this position does to God's Word. It dispenses with it.  According to this man, people are 
wasting time searching the scriptures for spiritual direction (Acts 17:11).  If the Holy Spirit reveals directly 
to each person how he is to live, is there any reason to study the Bible?  Explain.   

 

 

 

2.  If the Holy Spirit directly leads us into the truth by convicting us of sin and confirming the truth from 
within, why did Paul need to rebuke Peter in Galatians chapter two? Where was the Holy Spirit in Peter's 
case? Where was the inner moving of the Spirit upon Peter?  This Calvinistic doctrine leads to the 
situation that existed in the days of the Judges (Judges 21:25).  Read and Explain how decisions would 
be made. 

 

 

 

3. What do you know about God? I Cor. 14:33, 1 Cor. 1:10.  How does this contradict the Calvinist’s 
teaching of Holy Spirit interaction? 

 

 

 

4.  Whose Holy Spirit "nudge" are we going to believe? The Mormon's? The Baptist's? The Catholic's? 
There can be no unity in the Spirit with this kind of contrary authority (Eph. 4:13-16).  Discuss.   

 

 

 

Solomon said, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death" (Prov. 14:12; 16:25). There is a way that may feel right but leads to destruction. The only way we 
can be sure about the right or wrong of a thing is by consulting the Bible.  



Paul proclaimed, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek, for therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith" (Rom. 1:16-17).  

Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). It alone is our standard in religion and moral (1 
Pet. 4:11). It is more than adequate in informing us about sin and salvation (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It is so 
complete and sufficient that it will judge me at the last day. Jesus clearly said, "He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day" (John 12:48).  

5.  Some believe that one could not even understand the Bible enough to be saved without a direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit. This is pure Calvinism. Explain whether one needs to understand the Bible if 
the Holy Spirit determines it for us? 

 

 

 

 
6.  Read Mt. 23:37 which the Calvinist uses to prove Irresistible Grace.  Now turn to Acts 7:51 to see what 
Stephen had to say about the very same people.  Was grace resisted or not?  And by whom?   
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